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UM MUSEUM UNVEILS NEW EXHIBIT
MISSOULA —
An upcoming art exhibit at The University o f Montana will showcase different facets of
two major collections at U M ’s Montana Museum o f Art and Culture.
“Millikan Faces -- Meloy Places” will highlight the portraits of the Gilbert Millikan
collection and the landscapes of accomplished artist Henry Meloy. The exhibit will run July 8
through Aug. 27 in U M ’s Paxson and Meloy galleries, located in the Performing Arts and
Radio/Television Building.
The show is free and open to the public. Gallery hours are 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. Tuesday,
Wednesday, Thursday and Saturday and 3 to 7 p.m . Friday.
The exhibition will be complemented by two gallery talks by Curator Manuela WellOff-Man. They are “Profile of a Generous Collector: Gilbert Millikan” at noon Thursday, July
14, and “The Curving Line of the Horizon: Henry M eloy’s Landscapes” at noon Thursday,
Aug. 11.
Millikan was an avid collector and patron o f the arts. He was a great supporter of
young and local artists and had strong ties to UM. He also was a member of the School of Fine
Arts Advisory Council since its inception. Upon his untimely death in 2003 at age 67, he left
proceeds of his estate to four Montana arts organizations, including the Montana Museum of
Art & Culture.
Millikan was known for his eclectic taste. He acquired exquisite artworks from around
the world. The large variety of styles and art periods makes his collection unique. The
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Millikan collection spans 400 years of portrait art, including a rare 16th century portrait of a
saint by Italian painter Paolo del Signoraccio, early 19th century portraits by English painter
M. Allen and works by modern Washington painter Delbert Gish.
Barbara Koostra, director of the Montana Museum of Art and Culture, said presenting
the different “faces” of the Millikan collection is a way to give this first exhibition of the
collection a personal note. She said the museum is grateful for this wonderful donation; the
artworks are a welcome and important contribution to the museum’s permanent collection.
Meloy’s landscapes offer a glimpse into the repertoire of a highly accomplished
Montana artist who studied at the Art Students’ League in New York City, taught at Columbia
University and associated with Jackson Pollock, Alexander Calder and Willem de Kooning.
Born in Townsend in 1902, Meloy returned to Montana during the summers. He is
known for his fresh paintings of western Montana, which hover in a lively balance between
improvisation, abstraction and representation. These landscapes and horse studies later evolved
into his well-recognized horse abstractions. The work included in the exhibition spans the
1930s and 1940s —his middle and late periods.
On permanent loan to the Montana Museum of Art and Culture, the Henry Meloy
Collection contains more than 6,000 pieces. In partnership with the Henry Meloy Educational
Trust, the UM museum maintains and annually exhibits work from the Meloy Collection.
Previous exhibitions have highlighted other elements of the collection, including
Meloy’s abstract and nonfigurative work, the celebration of the female form and his horse
abstractions. In honor of the Henry Meloy Collection, in 1998 the Montana Museum of Art
and Culture named one of its galleries the Henry Meloy Gallery.
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